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(c) Explain how the writer helps us to understand different attitudes towards the dog throughout

the text.

Support your answer with reference to techniques, including language features, that show:

how the dog is seen in a positive and I or negative way 

why the writer has presented different attitudes towards the dog 

how the writer identifies with the dog. 
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Exemplar 8 
Excellence exemplar for 90851 – 2015 Total score 19 

Q Grade score Annotation 

1 M6 The candidate convincingly addresses how the writer’s experience of the setting has 
changed with references drawn carefully from throughout the text.  

2 E7 
The candidate develops a perceptive commentary, with sufficient insight linked to well 
chosen examples from throughout the text for excellence: “… seemingly over-
protective owner ...”; “… doing the right things at the right time to earn affection …” 

3 M6 
The candidate presents a thorough explanation supported by appropriate examples of 
how language features (contrast, irony, exaggeration, connotation) help us understand 
the writer’s feelings about gardening. 
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Exemplar 9 
Excellence exemplar for 90851 – 2015 Total score 24 

Q Grade score Annotation 

1 E8 

The candidate shows a perceptive understanding of writer’s experience of the setting, 
integrated with a consistently high level of appreciation of how techniques are used to 
present the range of feelings experienced. Detailed commentary on connotations 
associated with particular choices of diction and imagery made by the writer 
distinguish this response. 

2 E8 

The candidate focuses in insightful detail on a range of the writer’s attitudes towards 
the dog.  This commentary is skilfully integrated throughout with a perceptive 
discussion of how several techniques (colloquialisms, alliteration, juxtaposition, 
repetition) are used to reveal the writer’s attitudes.  

3 E8 
A perceptive commentary about the writer’s gardening experiences: concise, fluent, 
engaging and responsive, with a clear appreciation evident of techniques and their 
intended effects sustained throughout the response. 

 




